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Rock glacier lakes – a distinct lake subtype: a case study at Hridsko
Jezero, (Bogičevica Mountain, Montenegro)
Emil Gachev* and Predrag DjurovićSouth-west University „Neofit Rilski“, Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria, e_gachev@yahoo.co.uk
This article presents a new concept on the genesis of a distinct subtype of glacial lakes.Hridsko jezero is one of the few lakes in the mountain Bogićevica in southeast Montenegro(part of Prokletije massif, along the borders with Kosovo and Albania). Situated at 1970 ma.s.l., the lake is suggested to fill depressions of a giant relict rock glacier, developed on theNW slopes of the peaks Hridski krš (2358 m a.s.l.) and Bogićevički krš (2374 m a.s.l.). Such atheory should be accepted as a reconsideration of the older views on lake’s origin, whichpostulated that this was a glacial lake in a staircase cirque, formed after a several stadiumretreat of Wurmian glaciers on Prokletije. Only very few lakes of such genesis exist in themountains of the Balkan Peninsula. The article discusses on the main stages of rock glacierlake formation.


